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JUSTIFICATION:
This paper adds a rule that disallow such USAGE phrases that may not be specified along with the PICTURE clause, to be specified at group level.
Without some restriction, we cannot help permitting elementary data items that are described with neither a PICTURE or an explicit USAGE clauses, as shown in the following example:


05  group-1 
USAGE INDEX.


   10  element-11.


   10  group-12.


      15  element-12.


      15  element-13.


   10  filler .


   10  element-14.

General rule 1 for the USAGE clause states that the usage specified at group level is to apply to each subordinate item. 

Comments:

 AUTONUM 
Page 367, 13.16.61.2, USAGE clause, add the following as a new SR:

"2a) The BINART-CHAR, BINARY-SHORT, BINART-LONG, BINARY-DOUBLE, FLOAT-SHORT, FLOAT-LONG, FLOAT-EXTENDED, or INDEX phrase shall be specified at elementary level."

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (POTENTIALLY AFFECTING):

"nn) USAGE clause. The INDEX phrase may be specified only at elementary level.

Justification:  The previous COBOL standard did not specify restriction for the USAGE IS INDEX clause being specified at group level. ...

It is unknown whether this change will affect existing programs."









































































